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Abstract

Spiritual and human perfection in this world and the hereafter is attainable solely through
sincere love for the Holy Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt, alongside practical adherence to their
guidance and benefitting from their divine grace. Modern psychological theories, when
illuminated by the Qur’anic revelation, can offer renewed pathways for understanding divine
truths in today’s world. Among the early psychologists who approached religion affirmatively
was Erich Fromm, whose reinterpretation of “love” introduced a vital paradigm for examining
both human and transcendent relationships. This paper examines the referent of *hubb* in
Qur’an 5:54, which, according to prominent exegetes, pertains to Imam ‘Al (peace be upon
him) through the lens of Fromm’s theory and in light of classical Qur’anic exegesis. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, the study finds that Fromm’s model of mature, fearless,
reciprocal, and liberating love aligns with Qur’anic love as a divine-human bond rooted in
knowledge, selflessness, humility, and ethical commitment. Unlike egocentric or dependent
forms of affection, this love embodies a perfected ethical and spiritual ideal, reflecting the
believer’s deep responsibility, courage, and devotion to both God and fellow believers.
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Abstract

Given the social and cultural developments in the contemporary world and the constant efforts
of the False Front to combat divine religions, the need to examine the relationship between
religion and morality in order to accurately understand social developments is felt more than
ever. It seems that religious worship, as a value system, not only affects the individual behavior
of humans but can also act as a basis for creating healthy and balanced social relations. In this
research, by raising the issue of what effects religious worship and duties have on the process
of students' religious growth and education and how it organizes their individual and social
ethics, a case study of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli's views, especially on prayer, which is one of
the most important acts of worship in Islam, was conducted. An attempt was made to first
extract his views on the effects of prayer, especially with an educational and ethical approach,
using the content analysis method, and then classify them into two areas of individual and social
ethics, in accordance with the subject of this research, namely students. The research findings
show that performing religious worship and continuing in it will help form the religious identity
and strengthen the ethics of students and will lead to the improvement of social behaviors and
the enhancement of the quality of their human relationships in society.
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Abstract

This study examines the Prophetic hadith “’Umirtu "An "Ugatila al-Nas Hatta Yashhadd *An
La ‘llaha ’Illa Allah...”, which has been the subject of widespread controversy and
misrepresentation from two directions. The first consists of critics who have used its apparent
wording as a pretext to accuse Islam of violence and coercion, while the second consists of
extremist groups that have relied on it to justify terrorism, excommunication (takfir), and
bloodshed. The core problem lies in the misunderstanding of the term “’Ugatilu”, which denotes
defensive fighting or combat rather than killing, as well as in the generalization of the word
“people” to all humanity, contrary to its historical context and Qur’anic indications. The study
adopts a critical analytical methodology, drawing on authoritative hadith and exegetical sources
and comparing the views of Sunni and Shi‘i jurists, while also employing the historical method
to understand the circumstances surrounding the hadith and relate it to Qur’anic texts such as
the verse “La "lkraha Fi al-Din.” The study concludes that the hadith refers to fighting hostile
polytheists who prevented the manifestation of religion, not to the indiscriminate killing of non-
Muslims. It further argues that the inviolability of life and property is established merely
through the declaration of the two testimonies of faith. The findings emphasize the necessity of
judging people by outward appearances and leaving hidden intentions to God, demonstrate the
invalidity of extremist interpretations, and highlight the harmony of the correct understanding
with the values of peace, mercy, and the prohibition of arbitrary takfir.
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(Combat), al-Tatarruf al-Irhabt (Terrorist Extremism), al-TakfTr (Excommunication),
al-Mushrikan al-Muhariban (Belligerent Polytheists), al-Qadihan (Detractors).
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Abstract

The Qur'anic principle of "Preparing Strength" (I'dad al-Quwwah), stipulated in the 60th verse of Surah Al-
Anfal, represents a central and strategic concept in the Islamic defense and security paradigm. Through a
qualitative content analysis methodology and drawing upon a wide range of classical and modern exegeses,
this study explores the dynamic interpretation and profound conceptual transformation of this principle. It
traces its evolution from its initial military applications, such as "archery" (al-ramy) and the "tethering of
horses" (ribat al-khayl), to its modern-day inclusion of contemporary defense technologies and its
expansion to encompass non-military dimensions of power. The findings demonstrate that the concept of
"strength" (al-quwwah), owing to the semantic breadth of the term and the comprehensiveness of the rule
"whatever you are able" (ma istata ‘tum), has been inherently flexible from its inception, allowing it to adapt
to the requirements of each era. In the literature of contemporary exegetes, it has evolved to include modern
military capabilities (including advanced defense industries), in addition to the pillars of economic,
scientific, cultural, and political power. This conceptual shift has consistently been anchored in the core
objective of "deterrence" (tarhib)—that is, building an effective deterrent capability against declared
enemies and potential, unseen threats ("others from among them whom you do not know"). This has
solidified the principle of "preparing strength" as an integrated strategy for establishing the foundations of
"comprehensive security" and reinforcing its sustainability within the Muslim community. This renewed
awareness of the principle's objectives urges the Islamic Ummah to direct its investments toward all
components of power and to strive diligently for self-sufficiency, thereby safeguarding its security,
sovereignty, and dignity in a firm and sustainable manner.

Keywords: Preparing Strength (I'dad al-Quwwah), Tethering of Horses (Ribat al-
Khayl), Comprehensive Security, Deterrence (Tarhib), and Dynamic Interpretation.
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Abstract

This article seeks to critically examine the nature and function of the Holy Spirit in Islam and
Christianity through a descriptive-analytical comparative approach, with a focus on Imami
Shiite and Catholic perspectives. In the Quran, the Holy Spirit is identified as Gabriel (a), tasked
with responsibilities such as conveying revelation to the Prophet (s), enabling the pregnancy of
Mary (a), supporting Jesus (a), and facilitating his speech in the cradle. However, in Imami
Shiite hadiths, a broader interpretation emerges, encompassing both Gabriel and a divine spirit
connected to prophets, successors, and the infallible Imams (a). In the Christian tradition, the
Holy Spirit is an eternal, immaterial entity, one of the three persons of the Trinity, united with
God the Father and the Son, and entrusted with numerous roles, including baptism, uniting the
Christian community, guiding and teaching the Church, accompanying and guiding believers,
renewing Christian life, granting salvation, exorcising demons, and healing the sick through
Jesus (a). A comparative analysis of Islam and Christianity reveals similarities and differences
in the nature and function of the Holy Spirit: unlike Christianity, which considers the Holy
Spirit an eternal entity united with the divine essence, in Islam, the Holy Spirit refers to Gabriel
or a divine spirit that is a created being. Performing extraordinary acts, such as Mary’s
pregnancy, and possessing a sacred, distinct character are among the similarities of the Holy
Spirit in Islam and Christianity.
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Abstract

Muslim scholars have approached the Holy Qur’an from various perspectives: some view it
solely as a textual and outward discourse, while others focus more on its inner dimensions.
Certain scholars regard the Qur’an as the speech of the Prophet (peace be upon him), whereas
others read it as prophetic visions. Some consider the Qur’an limited to the era of its revelation,
while others see it as encompassing all ages. This study proposes a renewed understanding
based on the idea that the Qur’an is God’s communication with humanity through the language
of signs (ayat) and indications. The Qur’an, by its own testimony, is both a sign and something
pointed toward. Its nature as a “sign” is reflected in the repeated use of the term ayah in
numerous passages, while its nature as an “indication” appears through its language of
clarification, explanation, detail, light, and insights, as well as through its many references to
realities beyond itself. In this study, the term ayah refers to the markers placed along the path
of guidance. The Qur’an’s method for employing these signs and unveiling their meanings is
contemplation and rational reflection. Thus, the Qur’an is a book of guidance for the insightful
and upright human being through its signs and indications, and expectations of it must be
grounded in this linguistic and intellectual structure. Its indications are at times internal and at
other times external: it guides through its own content while also pointing to other sources of
guidance such as reason, the heart, and nature, emphasizing the necessity of benefiting from
them. Under this understanding, the Qur’an becomes a text that transcends time and place,
standing at the central axis of the human guidance system alongside its other sources. This study
employs semantic and structural methodologies, situating interpretation within the context and
architecture of the Qur’anic text.

Keywords: Expectation of the Qur’an, sign (ayah), indication, guidance,
symbol.
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