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Abstract

The Qur'anic principle of "Preparing Strength" (I'dad al-Quwwah), stipulated in the 60th verse of Surah Al-
Anfal, represents a central and strategic concept in the Islamic defense and security paradigm. Through a
qualitative content analysis methodology and drawing upon a wide range of classical and modern exegeses,
this study explores the dynamic interpretation and profound conceptual transformation of this principle. It
traces its evolution from its initial military applications, such as "archery" (al-ramy) and the "tethering of
horses" (ribat al-khayl), to its modern-day inclusion of contemporary defense technologies and its
expansion to encompass non-military dimensions of power. The findings demonstrate that the concept of
"strength" (al-quwwah), owing to the semantic breadth of the term and the comprehensiveness of the rule
"whatever you are able" (ma istata ‘tum), has been inherently flexible from its inception, allowing it to adapt
to the requirements of each era. In the literature of contemporary exegetes, it has evolved to include modern
military capabilities (including advanced defense industries), in addition to the pillars of economic,
scientific, cultural, and political power. This conceptual shift has consistently been anchored in the core
objective of "deterrence" (tarhib)—that is, building an effective deterrent capability against declared
enemies and potential, unseen threats ("others from among them whom you do not know"). This has
solidified the principle of "preparing strength" as an integrated strategy for establishing the foundations of
"comprehensive security" and reinforcing its sustainability within the Muslim community. This renewed
awareness of the principle's objectives urges the Islamic Ummah to direct its investments toward all
components of power and to strive diligently for self-sufficiency, thereby safeguarding its security,
sovereignty, and dignity in a firm and sustainable manner.
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